The story of George Tucinovich, also known as George Thomas 
Around 1860 a man named Duro Turcinovic immigrated to San Francisco. 


Soon after his arrival he moved to Tuolumne County, and then on to Jackson, CA, in 
Amador County. He became a U.S. citizen in Jackson in 1871, married there in 1872, had 
5 children between 1874 and 1882, and died there in 1911. 


At first he went by George Turcinovich, later by George Thomas, and then went back to 
George Turcinovich in the 1890s. His children were given the surname of Thomas at 
birth. 


Note that in the old documents his originating country was always Austria. That’s 
because, at the time of his birth, Austria owned the region where he was born. That 
region later became part of Yugoslavia, and today it is in Croatia. He probably traveled 
with an Austrian passport. 


Sources of information for George Turcinovich Thomas 


1836. Born 8 Feb. 1836 in Petraéa, Zupa, Austria (now in Croatia). Father: Pavo 
Turtinovi¢é-Smucalo; mother: Ana Bego. Source: church records in Zupa. Smucalo is the 
nickname for this branch of the Turcinovic family. Smucalo means something like 
“aimless wanderer.” 


1860 census: George Torconovich; age 23; living in San Francisco; laborer; born in 
Austria. 


1870 census: George Thomas, living in Twnshp. 1, Jackson, CA; born ca 1840, miner, 
born in Austria. 


1871. George Thomas, a native of Austria, became a U.S. citizen 6 Nov 1871 in Jackson, 
CA; witnesses were John Severa and Stefano Rose. Source: Citizenship records for the 
county District Court in Jackson, CA, located in Amador Co. Archive. Accession 
number: 5169.424. 


1872. Civil marriage: 25 Dec. 1872 in Amador Co, CA; George Thomas; wife: Amelia 
Pennallen. Source: Amador Co, CA, marriage records on ancestry.com. 


1880 census: George Thomas, Twnshp. 1, Jackson, CA; born ca 1838, married, miner, 
born in Austria. 


1892. Citizenship granted to George Turcinovich on 30 June 1892, Superior Court, 
Amador Co, CA. A person named George Thomas (aka George Turcinovich) became a 
citizen in 1871 in Jackson. Is this the same person, wanting to now use his original 
surname? Or is this someone else? (There was a different George Turcinovich in Texas 
around 1904-1909.) Note, the date of this document is the same day as the record below. 


1892. Civil marriage between Geo. Turcinovich and Amelia Pernolett: 30 June 1892. 
Source: Amador Co, CA, marriage records online at ancestry.com. 


Page 2 


1893. Jackson Catholic church marriage record dated 23 March 1893, written in Latin; 
Georgius Turcinovich, age 52, and Aemilia Pernoles (no age given); states that he was 
previously known as George Thomas, and noted that they were civilly married on 25 
Dec. 1873 (sic: 1872). Source: “Marriage book (1887-1958)” located in Drexel Catholic 
church in Martell, CA. 


1900 census: George Turcinovich; immigrated 1860, gold miner, born in Austria; living 
with wife and two sons. 


1910 census: George Turcinovich, age 72, immigrated 1860, widower, living alone. 


1911. George Turcinovich died 25 Nov 1911; buried in Jackson Catholic cemetery; 
source: “Amador County Pioneer Family Register (H through Z),” a 3-ring binder located 
in Jackson library, and his obituary in the Dispatch newspaper of | Dec. 1911. 


Sources of information for Amelia Pernolett 


Father: Jean Pernolett (18 Nov. 1818 Savoy, France - 18 May 1899 Jackson, CA). 
Mother: Henrietta Rubin (6 July 1823 Savoy, France - 22 Dec. 1912 Amador City, CA). 
Sources for both of the above: tombstone inscriptions; “Amador County Pioneer Family 
Register (H through Z),” a 3-ring binder located in Jackson library; and Henrietta’s 
obituary in the Ledger newspaper of 27 Dec. 1912. 


1854. Born in Yuba Co, CA, exact date unknown. Source: “Amador County Pioneer 
Family Register (H through Z),” a 3-ring binder located in Jackson library, and her 
obituary in the Dispatch newspaper of 6 Sept. 1907. 


1860 census: Emily Panlet, age 6, born in California, parents both born in France, living 
in Jackson, CA. Her sister is also listed, as Eugene, age 9, born in Kentucky. 


1870 census: Emily Pennola, age 16, born in California, parents both born in France, 
living in Sutter Creek, CA. Emily is the only child living in this family at this time. 


1872. Civil marriage: 25 Dec. 1872 in Amador Co, CA; George Thomas and Amelia 
Pennallen. Source: Amador Co, CA, marriage records on ancestry.com. 


1876. Listed as Maria Emilia Promolett in daughter, Anna’s, baptism record of 1876. 
1876 and 1878. Baptism records of children, Anna and John, both have “non-conjugibus”’ 
written on them, which means that the Catholic church did not recognize their parents’ 
civil marriage. 


1878 and 1879. Listed as Pernolet in sons, John and Mathew’s, baptism records. 


1880 census: Emelia Thomas, Twnshp. 1, Jackson, CA, age 25, married, keeping house, 
born in California; parents both born in France. 


1892. Civil marriage between Geo. Turcinovich and Amelia Pernolett: 30 June 1892. 
Source: Amador Co, CA, marriage records online at ancestry.com. 
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1893. Married in the Jackson Catholic church on 23 March 1893. Amelia’s age was not 
given in this marriage record; marriage witnesses were H. Pernoles and Mrs. J. Fox. 


1907. Died on 3 Sept. 1907 near Jackson, CA, of typhoid fever. Buried in Jackson 
Catholic cemetery. Source: obit in the Dispatch newspaper of 6 Sept. 1907. 


Sister: Eugenie Pernolett Bales Hornberger (1851 Kentucky - 1942 Sacramento Co, CA). 
Source: “Amador County Pioneer Family Register (H through Z),” a 3-ring binder 
located in Jackson library; California Death Index online. 


Apparently they were married twice civilly (1872 and 1892), and once in the Catholic 
church (1893). In the first civil marriage in 1872, George used the surname of Thomas; 
in the 2nd civil marriage and in the church marriage his surname was Turcinovich. A 
possible reason for 2 civil marriages could be that George never legally changed his 
surname, wanted to revert to his old surname, so married a 2nd time using his old 
surname. But then why the church marriage? This could be to assure burials in the 
Catholic cemetery. These are just guesses. 


Children: 


Paul Turcinovich (1 May 1874 Jackson - 23 May 1875 Jackson). Died of diphtheria. 
Sources: “Amador County Pioneer Family Register (H through Z),” a 3-ring binder 
located in Jackson library; cause of death from mother’s obit in 1907. Named for his 
father’s father (Pavo = Paul), as was the custom of Croatians from his region. 


Anna Henrietta Thomas (21 Sept. 1876 Jackson - date of death unknown). Died of 
diphtheria. Sources: Baptism records (1876-1906) at Drexel Catholic church in Martell; 
cause of death from mother’s obit in 1907. Named for her father’s mother (Ana) and her 
mother’s mother (Henrietta). Godparents were Martin Thomas and Maria Elizabeth 
Smallfield. She is not listed with her parents in the 1880 census, which implies that she 
died before 1880. Martin Thomas was George’s brother, born as Mato Turcinovié on 20 
April 1854 in the village of Mlini, Zupa, Austria (today in Croatia). He died 24 June 
1924 near Jackson, CA. He became a U.S. citizen on 26 Aug. 1881 in the Superior Court 
in Jackson. He did not marry. 


John Thomas (11 Aug. 1878 Jackson - date of death unknown). Died of diphtheria. 
Sources: Baptism records (1876-1906) at Drexel Catholic church in Martell, CA; cause 
of death from mother’s obit in 1907. Named for his mother’s father (Jean). Godparents 
were Andrew Savola and Catherine Perazzo. He is not listed with his parents in the 1880 
census, which implies that he died before 1880. 


Matthew Paul Thomas (15 Dec. 1879 Jackson - 3 Nov. 1929 Jackson). Godparents were 
Blas Claich and Elizabeth Smallfield. Six months old in 1880 census; only child listed of 
George and Emelia Thomas at that time. He died while voluntarily fighting a fire in 
Jackson. Blas Claich was born Vlaho Klai¢ in 1849 in Mlini, Zupa, the same region 
where George Turcinovich was born. Elizabeth Smallfield was next door neighbor of the 
Thomases, 21 years old (source: 1880 census). Matthew married Daisy Danielson (1880 
Glencoe, Calaveras Co, CA - 1975 Jackson, CA) in Jackson on 27 Dec. 1903. They had 
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two sons: George Matthew Thomas (1906-1987) and Irving “Butch” Thomas (1914- 
1951). They also had a daughter who died at birth. 


John E. “Jack” Thomas (13 April 1882 Jackson - 23 Sept. 1946 Oakland, CA). 
Godparents were John Weterivich(?) and Eugenia Bales. Eugenia was John’s aunt 
(mother’s sister). 
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Fig. 1. The region just SE of Dubrovnik, called Zupa (looking SE). It was called Breno when 
Duro Turcinovic was born here in 1836. He was born in the village of Petraca, and grew up in 
the adjacent village of Mlini (red arrow). Photo: Jan. 2005. 


Fig. 2. Portion of a postcard from the late 
1890s. The text, in German, reads 
“national costume of Breno near 
Ragusa”. Breno is the old term for Zupa: 
Ragusa is the old term for Dubrovnik. 
That is Old Town Dubrovnik in the back- 
ground. 
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TURCINOVICH— Near Jackson, Nov- 
vember 25, 1911, George Turcinovich, 


a native of Austria, aged 76 years 


and 6 months. | 

[George Turcinovich, for fif ly years 
a resident of thia county, died at the 
residence of. his son Matthew at Scotts- 


| ville last Sunday of diseases incident to || 


old age. Deceased was a native of the 
town of Milini, Austria, and came to 
this State when a young man, going 
first to Tuolumne county, and engaged 
| in-placer mining for awhile. He then 
removed to this county and entered the 
employ of the old Oncida company, re- 
mainining in its employ for several 
years. He followed mining at other 


places, and was always spoken of as an} 


expert miner in underground work. Of 
late years he made his home at Hunt's 

Gulch, The funeral took place Monday 
and was largely attended. He leaves 
two sons, Matthew P. and John E., and 
a brother, Martin P. Thomas, besides 
other relatives at his place of birth, to 
mourn his loss, His wife preceded him 

| to'the grave several years ago.) 


Fig. 3. Jackson Dispatch newspaper of 
1 Dec. 1911. 





NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL 


Of George Turcinovich, sometimes 
known as and called George Thom- 
as, Deceased, 


In the Superior Court of the County of Amador, 
State of Celifornia- 


In the matter.of the estate of George Turcino- 
vich, sometimes known as and called George 
Thomas, deceased, 


Notice is hereby given, that Saturday, the 16th 
day of December, 1911, at 10 o'clock a, m,, of said 


issuance em etters testanicntary thereon. 

Witness my hand and the seal of s2id Conrt this 

29th day of November, 191L 
JOHN R. HUBERTY, 


{Seat} A 
Robert C. Bole, Attorney for Petitioner. decl-3t 
a 


Fig. 4. Jackson Dispatch newspaper of 
22 Dec. 1911. 





| Two. sons, - Matthew 
| this city, :are the: Jiving children. Other 





(ND TO FINAL 





REST YESTERDAY 


Mrs. Emily Thomas passed away at 
her home in Hunt's gulch at half past 
two Tuesday morning after a short but 
severe illness of typhoid. feyer.. While 
it was known several days before. that 
death was ‘certain, yet it: Was a° severe 
‘shock to' the family and her many 
friends, Mrs, Thomas was born -in 
Yuba tounty 58 years ago, but ee - 
her, life was spent in this ‘county. . 





| was @ daughter of the ° late Jean Pen 


nollet, who lived-for matiy years at. 
Jackson Gate. Her mother still sur- 
viyes her. ‘Thirty-four years ago -laat | 
Christmas: Emily Pernollet was married.| 


| to George Turcinoyich, who afterward. 


adopted the name,of Thomas, They 
lived at. Jackson Gate for nine years 
and:-then moved to Hunt’s Gulch, where 
they havelived since. Five children re- 
sulted from the union, ‘three of whom, | 
two:-sons and a daughter, died: in early | 
childhood " at ‘the Gate of diphtheria. 
P. and John of 


surviving relatives are Mrs. N. Horn-. 
berger,.a sister, and.a- grandson, the. 


| child-of Mr; and Mrs..M: P. :Thomas. 


Deceased was. an aunt of-.Lonise, Eli 
‘and Alex Bales. -Mra. ‘Thomas Was an 
esteemed member of Oro Fino Circle 
No, 161, C. of F: under whose auspices 
the funeral was’ held here yeaterday. 
The Native Sons and Daughters met 
the cortege -at, Marre’s and attended 


tthe funeral. ‘Mass was said at St, 


Patrick's “Church. by _ Rev, » Father, 
Kearney. The esteem in which the de- 
‘ceased was held in this. community 
was attested by a very large number 
of friends and acquaintances who accom- 
panied the remains to the final resting 


| place in the Catholic cemetery. 





od 
Fig. 5. Jackson Dispatch newspaper of 
6 Sept. 1907. 





GARD OF THANKS 


We extend our sincere thanks to all 

| who consoled ug in our recent bereave- 
ment and who attended the last rites of | 
|our father and brother. Their sym- 
pathies will ever be held in grateful 
remembrance. 


ATTHEW P. THOMAS, 





M 
JOHN E, THOMAS, 
MARTIN P, THOMAS. 


——— St a ee ee 
ee 


Fig. 6. Jackson Dispatch 
newspaper of 1 Dec. 1911. 











rane M. P. THOMAS 
KILLED DURING 
SUNDAY FIRE 


The trogic death of Mailhew Poter 
‘Thomas, 6 ife-fang resident of this 
Community, ctcurred during the Are 
that destroyed the Alpine Garage 
tnt Sunday moaming. bir, ‘Thomas 
Wek elding tn the work of fire-flshi- 
ing When ihe gowth wall of He garage 
buliding collapsed foliwing a heavy 
explosion, catching the uifortunate 
Fn Wider an avalanche of bricks. 
Cimpanions tmmediately reecucd Mr. 
Thomaa from the debris bil his denth | 
Tad resulted jmwtastiy, 

Alf. Thomas sas ritiging catils 
from the Mokeliimne river range when 
me first noetleed the fre Me ime 
mediately come to thie olly to aaeet 
In the Work of bho fire fishers wad 
head only Geen here a chort Ume when 
Une aecldtnt took place, With others 
ne Wor attempting fo get water impon 
Lhe flames in the Moose hall bulldicne 
And was gtanding of a Indder whe 
the heavy osplesion Wial coi the 
collage of the wall cceurred Me aly 
temple to micape the falling Urlicks 











i : Mit Was Unable tn wo so. A be 
Fig. 7. Matthew Paul Thomas. Photo from Amador Ww. hate rst a poe A oun 7 
County Pioneer Family Register (H through Z),” a Wie aecidient occurred) and inirediatety 
3-ring binder located in Jackson library. ono his bady to the ofites ef Lr, 


Mr, Thomas @ns well known in this 
FOommunity Bring bari ef Juclonn 
Crate forty-nine Years and olaven 
Months prior te hig utllimely deat, 
Por a number of years past he liad 
tesided at Seotteviiie where be was 
Intercatied im catQe-raletnip fad rift 





BORN.—At Jackson Gate, Dec. 15th, 1879, 
to George Thomas and wife, a son. 


——— SS ee 
7 | 








Int. He Wal known a3 a choritabte 

MARRIED. batshtor and. hi fiends mere ies 
HOMAS—DANIELSON--Iu Jackson Decem- leon Nap el waist | 

Fig. 10 ber 27, 1903, at the Catholic parsonage, by Ing tratis that tad called fiir wede 
Rey. F, Horgan, Matthew Thomas of Jackson, roifation durin hie lifetive, tt wat 

to Miss Daisy Daniclson of Glencoe, Cala- that impulse that had prompted ts 


work during the fire and that resulted 
in fis teagle death, The news of 
Hie unfortunale ercidant left a deep 
AN OLD PIONEER PASSES. ee Epon wane ice High ed 
feaved family were exprested on every 


veras county. 


Mrs Henrietta Pernollet passed to hand, The business houses of Ui 

Fig. 11 | | the long rest f the grave at the re- Clty wire closed during Wednesday 

: = . moming and the funeral was non ef 

s‘dence of her daughter, Mrs Horn- tte targest tm Lhe filatery of this 

berger, near Amador City, on Sunday Cie WL y. = 

last, and was buried in: the city ceme- Semlees were ctidiicte’ from tp 

tery of Jackson on Wednesday by late home at Scottavilte lhonee to 

the side of her husband, who passed arn’ Patric sy ar al avin rhe 

RWOE Reverat Years azo. Deceisel Father Heamey who took oeradian to 

was one of the pioneer women of this pay high tribule ta thé memory of 

;}section. Her husband cultivated a the dectaced. tL ‘took place | 
vegetable. and fr it garden above In the Cathotice cemolery here. 


Among lie ativndents 


Jackson Gate for many years, which funeral were the students of ihn forall 


Was poted for its products and the schools, tmembers of Excelsior Partor 
manner in which it was kept. One ao. Si, Halive Sone of the Gotdan 
‘daughter and sev ral grandchildren West and Amacor Aerie No. 1778, 
survive: Pratemal Order oof Bagtes. ‘Mr. 
— THOMEE WEA fh respocled member of 

[ihe - preae. 

The floral tributes wire both muci- 
Fig. 8. Jackson Dispatch newspaper of 8 Nov. 1929. erous and Beautiful and athested Le 
Fig. 9. Jackson Dispatch newspaper of 20 Dec. 1879. hile acen in whith the “decease 
Fig. 10. Jackson Ledger newspaper of 1 Jan. 1904. The aynipathy of. the entire «com- 


2. munity is extended to the berbavcil 

Fig. 11. Jackson Ledger newspaper of 27 Dec. 191 family and relatives daring ihe hour 
Of thelr aM@iction, Thre include wee 
widow, Mra. Daly Thomas, and two 
ok, Geome aod Irving Thomas, of 
Gentterite, and a brotier, Sob 
Thomas of Oakland. - ~ 


————_j___ 





Page 7 





xe |. = Bn p Ego infrascriptus baptizavi - Zs 


ZO t2t2SE Nat ere. ol. Pas pee 





Goa Me \- 


ex loco. 


ex loco... 






ss OE. LE Let eee 
















F 


Fig. 12. Baptism record of Matthew Paul Thomas, as found in the “Baptism Records 
(1876-1906)” at Drexel Catholic church in Martell, CA. Written in Latin. 





MARTIN. THOMAS 


Martin Thomas, old time prospector | 
of Amador County died atthe Weimar 
Sanatorium Morday following an iil- 
ness of some duration. The deceased 
was a native of Austria end aged 70! 
years. He was well known throughout 

the county having resided here for 
the past forty-eight years. His true 
name was Turcinovich. 

During his residence in this part of 
the Mother Lode, he lived in a eabin in| 
the vicinity of Hunt’s Gulch and there 
|remained. Te was atypical prospector 
and made his usual duily journeys in! 
search of the precious metal in Hench 

|}Guich, famous in nhe early gold rush 
days of this county. Surviviag him 
are two nephews: John Thomas of Oa-- 
land and Matthew Thomas of Jacksen 
and acousin, Mrs. Bauch of Sutter 
(reek. The funeral was held this Fri-| 
day morning at St. Patrick's Church. | 
I The eorlege Jeft the George Huberty 
Uundertskirg Parlors and proceeded to 
the church where services were con- 
ducted by Rey. Father O'Cornor. ; 
Burial was made in the Catnulis Ceme- 
Cer: 





= SS ee = > 


Fig. 13. Jackson Dispatch newspaper of 
27 June 1924. 


There is a photo of George Thomas (Turcinovich) on 
ancestry.com but it 1s of very poor quality. The owner 
of the photo could not be contacted, so it is not shown 
here. 


There is a tombstone in the Jackson Catholic cemetery 
for Biagio Thomas (1845-1876). In “Amador County 
Pioneer Family Register (H through Z),” a 3-ring 
binder located in Jackson library, is mentioned that 
George Turcinovich had two brothers: Biagio Thomas 
and Martin Thomas. Martin was George’s brother but 
George did not have a brother named Biagio (Vlaho in 
the Croatian language; Biagio is the Italian version of 
the name). Two other Turtinovi¢ families in Zupa had 
sons named Vlaho (Biagio), born in 1841 and 1842. 
Biagio Thomas was probably one of these but it is not 
known which one may have immigrated to California. 


The newspaper clippings are from the Amador County 
Library website, found here: 
www.amadorgov.org/departments/library/newspaper 


Pronunciation: 

Turéinovic: tur CHEEN oh veech 

Duro (George): JEW row 

Petraca: PEH trawch ah 

Zupa: ZHOO pah (“zh” is like the “s” in treasure) 
R’s are rolled. 


